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ICSU World Data System (ICSU-WDS) Biennial Report
1. Identification Information

The contents of your Report may be made public on the WDS website. If any information you
supply is considered sensitive, please indicate this within the text or the Feedback section. If
you do not want any of this Report to be openly accessible, please uncheck the following:

■

The WDS-IPO has my permission to place this Report on the WDS website

Please confirm that the following information is correct or make revisions, as appropriate.
1.1 Details of organization
Name:

Inter-university Consortium for Political and Social Research (ICPSR)

Website:

http://www.icpsr.umich.edu

Host Organization:

University of Michigan

Network(s):

1.2 Details of WDS point-of-contact
Contact Name:

Mary Vardigan

Address Line 1:

330 Packard

Address Line 2:
Town/City:

Ann Arbor

County/State/Province: MI
Postal/ZIP Code:

48104

Country:

USA

Email Address:

vardigan@umich.edu

Telephone:

+1 734-615-7908

Facsimile:

1.3 Function(s) within ICSU-WDS

■ Data collection and processing (including quality assurance/control)
■ Long-term data repository (e.g., data library; including open access to all data)
■ Data publisher (including citability, use of persistent identifiers, and peer-review-like
procedures for data and products)

■ Community (data-)related service
■ General service (e.g., mapping, cataloguing, bibliography and bibliometrics, or data
dissemination)
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2. Remit & Status
2.1 Please provide a short summary of the remit of your organization. [Max. ≈ 250 words]
ICPSR's mission is to advance and expand social and behavioral research, acting as a global leader in data
stewardship and providing rich data resources and responsive educational opportunities for present and
future generations. ICPSR is an international membership consortium with over 750 college and university
members around the world. Institutions join ICPSR to gain access to a broad spectrum of data resources
covering the social and behavioral sciences. ICPSR also provides training through its Summer Training
Program in Quantitative Methods.
ICPSR's Strategic Plan -- http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/content/membership/strategic/index.html -sets forth its goals for the next three to five years in the areas of global leadership, new products and
services, education, and expanding organizational capacity for innovation.

Guidance
• Include here
o The mission of your organization and its responsibilities
o Links to strategic documents/business plans for achieving this mission
o Any stakeholders, for example, data producers/depositors and user community(ies)

2.2 Please provide a short summary of the current status of your organization.
[Max. ≈ 250 words]
ICPSR is doing well: membership in ICPSR and data usage are increasing. During Fiscal Year 2014,
ICPSR had 38,924 unique users downloading data, which totaled 2,378,258 files, 683,204 datasets, and
428,946 studies (collections) (33968 GB). There were over 457,000 visits to the ICPSR Web site
(non-bounce visits) and over 300,000 unique visitors to the site. The number of data collections in the
ICPSR holdings continues to grow as does the number of citations to our data in the ICPSR Bibliography of
Data-Related Literature.
ICPSR has acquired new projects and funding from Fenway Health, the U.S. Department of Justice, the
Centers for Disease Control, the Spencer Foundation, and the National Institute of Child Health and Huma
Development.
The 2014 ICPSR Summer Program was very successful, with 97 workshops and lectures, 41 two- to
five-day workshops, and workshops in six different places, including two in Montreal, Canada. Attendance
totaled 1,076 participants, which was a new record.

Guidance
• Give details on your
o Organizational structure, including the connections to your host organization
o Funding
o Staffing levels
o Usage statistics, for instance, number of national/international users or downloads
• In particular, please indicate any changes to the above over the last two years and
whether any changes are anticipated to occur within the next two years.
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3. Activities & Developments
Note: In this section, you may wish to cite other reports your organization has generated
(e.g., annual reports), as deemed necessary. Please provide links to those reports here
and reference them in your responses. [Free text]

ICPSR distributes several publications, including the ICPSR Bulletin, DataBytes, and the Annual Report -- see http://www.icpsr.um

3.1 Please list any major conferences/meetings attended by your organization over the
previous two years. [Max. ≈ 100 words]
• International Association for Social Science Information Service & Technology (IASSIST)
• American Political Science Association (APSA)
• American Sociological Association (ASA)
• Population Association of American (PAA)
• American Psychological Association (APA)
• University Research Administrators (NCURA)
• American Public Health Association (APHA)

3.2 Please list any major articles or research papers produced by your organization over
the previous two years. [Max. ≈ 100 words]
Lupia, Arthur, and Alter, George. 2014. Data Access and Research Transparency in the Quantitative
Tradition." PS: Political Science and Politics 47 (1): 54-9.
Lyle, Jared, Alter, George, and Green, Ann. 2014. "Partnering to Curate and Archive Social Science Data."
In J. Ray (Ed.), Research Data Management: Practical Strategics for Information Professionals. West
Lafayette, IN: Purdue University Press.

3.3 Please list any capacity building/training efforts by your organization over the previous
two years. [Max. ≈ 100 words]
In the summer of 2014 ICPSR offered two data curation-related courses in its Summer Training Program:
"Curating and Managing Research Data for Re-Use" and "Providing Social Science Data Services:
Strategies for Design and Operation." In addition, staff hosted visitors from the University of Cape Coast in
Ghana to assist them in setting up a data repository and in processing data to be held in the repository.
ICPSR also gave numerous presentations during the year on data stewardship issues

3.4 Please mention any engagement by your organization with ICSU research programmes
(list available here) and with WDS (e.g., in Working Groups). [Max. ≈ 100 words]
Mary Vardigan, Assistant Director of ICPSR, has engaged with WDS in a joint Working Group on
Certification and is also involved in the Publishing Data Working Group.

4

ICSU World Data System (ICSU-WDS) Biennial Report
3. Activities & Developments (Continued)
3.5 Please give an overview of the status of any previously ongoing and new scientific and
technological developments within your organization over the previous two years.
[Max. ≈ 200 words]
ICPSR has recently launched a new service called openICPSR, which is designed to enable researchers to
deposit and publish data that are publicly available to comply with funding agency requirements. Data in
openICPSR receive only a basic level of curation and are published "as is," with a DOI assigned at the point
of publication. ICPSR has also developed a Virtual Data Enclave (VDE) to permit researchers to analyze
confidential and sensitive data in a secure environment on ICPSR's servers.

3.6 Please give an overview of any new data, products, and services offered by your
organization over the previous two years. [Max. ≈ 200 words]
See above. Over the past two years ICPSR added hundreds of datasets to its holdings as well.

3.7 Please give an overview of any new standards or best practices adopted by your
organization over the previous two years. [Max. ≈ 200 words]
Over the past two years, ICPSR has advocated for increasing research transparency and has spoken about
this on the programs of many professional associations. Transparency in this sense relates to promoting
replicability of data by having researchers deposit all programs and code needed to reproduce the findings
in a publication. This includes both production transparency (how the researcher got to the final analysis
dataset that was used to generate the published results) and analytic transparency (how the findings and
conclusions were reached).
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4. Assessment & Accreditation
4.1 Please supply details of any formal assessment or accreditation your organization has
undergone within the last two years (other than WDS certification). [Max. ≈ 100 words]
ICPSR renewed its Data Seal of Approval certification and is now certified through 2015. ICPSR also
continued its self-assessment against ISO 16363.

Guidance
• An assessment or accreditation should ideally be performed by external body, for example,
the Data Seal of Approval, an umbrella organization (network), or certification under ISO
9001. However, it may also include the adoption of an internal Quality Management
System/Framework without official ISO 9001 certification. If your organization has a
documented Quality Manual, please mention this and attach it to your report.

4.2 Please list any changes within your organization related to its accreditation as a WDS
Member. In particular, please refer to any feedback given by the Reviewers of your
organization’s application on WDS criteria that required future clarification or
improvement. [Max. ≈ 450 words]
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5. Future Targets
5.1 Please list any key targets that your organization has for the upcoming two years.
[Max. ≈ 300 words]
ICPSR's Strategic Plan outlines the organization's goals for the next three to five years:
http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/content/membership/strategic/

6. Feedback
6.1 Thank you for completing your WDS Biennial Report. The format of this Report is not
seen as final, and we very much welcome your input on possible improvements to this
template and to the procedure. Therefore, please use the space below to let us know of
any general comments you have, as well as any specific thoughts on its relevance to
your organization. [Free text]
This seemed like a burden to complete. If it is used to make WDS re-certification easier or more efficient,
then it may be worth it.
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